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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
Consumer Scams

	TEACHER NAME

Emily Blessing
	PROGRAM NAME

OLRC

	
	[Unit Title]
Financial Literacy

	NRS EFL 
1 – 3             

	TIME FRAME
60 minutes 


	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.1.3, R.2.2, R.3.2
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.1.1, W.2.2, W.3.2
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.1.1,  L.2.1, L.3.1  

L.1.2, L.2.2, L.3.2



	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.1.3, W.2.5, W.3.4

W.2.4, W.3.3

	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	L.2.3, L.3.3

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.


	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Students will write an unsent letter about a consumer scam, paying attention to the writing conventions of punctuation and spelling and to the correct form for written correspondence.


	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Discussions

· Unsent letter 

· Consumer Scams Writing Rubric



	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Students will have heard about scams either through news, word of mouth, or by the teacher reading an article to them. 
· Students will be familiar with the components of the writing standard and with the writing process.  They will have written letters and know the structure.



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Discuss as a class the latest scams in the community.  Have students talk about who was affected, how much money they lost, etc. Students could also brainstorm ideas about how the people who were scammed could have prevented their loss. 

2. Tell students that the scams they will be learning about are telephone scams.  Have the students access the Protecting Consumers from Unwanted Telemarketing Scams website.  Students can read all the scams or choose the ones they are interested in.  After the students have read some of the scams and how to prevent them, have them discuss what they learned.  See if the students know anyone who has been a victim of one of these scams. 
3. Explain the Unsent Letter strategy to the class and have them choose who they would send their letter to: a person who has committed a scam, a person who has been scammed, a person who has not been scammed and needs to know how to avoid a scam. Students then write their letters paying attention to the writing conventions of punctuation and spelling. Students will also keep in mind the form for written correspondence (greeting, body, closing, etc.).

4. Students can peer edit each other’s letters using the Consumer Scams Writing Rubric.  Once the letters are revised, students can read them out loud if desired.
	RESOURCES

Internet access

Computers for student use

Protecting Consumers from Unwanted Telemarketing Scams

Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.occ.ohio.gov/telecom/alerts.shtml
Unsent Letters [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/unsent_letters.pdf
Copies of Consumer Scams Writing Rubric (attached)

	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Model writing a letter; write the first letter as a whole class.

· Provide websites or texts at different reading levels.

· Have skilled writers write longer letters.

· Allow students to work in pairs or small groups.

· Read some information aloud to the class.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Consumer Scams Writing Rubric
1= needs improvement      4= excellent

1.) The writer uses correct punctuation, including commas, semi colons, etc. 

1 

2 

3 

4 




2.) The writer uses correct spelling. 

1 

2 

3 

4 




3.) The writer uses a variety of sentence structures and interesting words. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


 

4.) Writing includes details that pertain to the main topic. 

1 

2 

3 

4 




5.) The writer stays on the topic. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


 

6.) Paragraphs are organized logically. The form for the letter is correct.

1 

2 

3 

4 


 

Additional Comments

Writer _______________________  Peer Feedback Provider ____________________
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